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“Communion With the Holy Spirit”    LD 20   Text – John 14:16-17, 25-26; 15:26; 16:7-15    OT Reading – Isaiah 11 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
The hymn section of our Psalter/hymnal has hymns of the same theme grouped together.  So the first group of hymns is about the Trinity.  Then you get a group of hymns about God the Father (51), a group about God the Son (134!), and then a group about God the Spirit section (just 9 ().
And some would say that this is because the Holy Spirit is the ‘forgotten person’ of the Trinity.  Some even go as far as to say that ‘traditional Christians,’ that’s you and me, do not give the Holy Spirit the attention that He deserves.
Well, it is important that we think about the person and work of the Holy Spirit.  After all, according to Galatians 5-6, we are to “live by the Spirit,” be “led by the Spirit,” and “to keep in step with the Spirit.”  And according to Ephesians 5, we are to be “filled with the Spirit.”  
· And yet, before we beat ourselves up too much, if you were to read the NT and divide it up into the parts that speak specifically about the person and work of each member of the Trinity, you would find that it says a great deal more about the Father and the Son than it does about the Holy Spirit.  
· In one of our earlier readings from John 16:14, Jesus said, The Holy Spirit “will bring glory to me.”  The work of the Holy Spirit is not to bring glory and attention to Himself but to the Lord Jesus Christ, to the glory of the Father.  
· So, when we pray or sing praises to the Father or to the Son, we are not neglecting the Holy Spirit.  For we only worship the Triune God by the power of the Holy Spirit! 
So today we continue and complete our mini-series on communion with our Triune God by thinking about communion with the Holy Spirit.  What does it mean to commune with the Spirit?  What does that look like?  Why is it necessary?  
And we will seek answers to these questions by considering the example of the Lord Jesus.  You see, the Lord Jesus, when He lived on earth, relied on the power of the Holy Spirit.  
· Our earlier reading from Isaiah 11 said of Jesus, “The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.”  
· So if we want to know what it means for us to live by the Spirit, to keep in step with the Spirit, to be led by the Spirit, and to be filled with the Spirit, we do well to consider the Lord Jesus. 
· And we do this acknowledging that we are dealing with the incredible mystery of the Trinity.  The Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit are distinct persons, but they are also one God.  But as a human being, Jesus truly relied on the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit.  May it be, though, that as we consider this wonderful mystery, our desire to commune with the same Spirit who communed with the Lord Jesus will increase!  
I.  So we begin then by thinking about the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Lord Jesus.  And when we say birth, we don’t mean the moment He was born but the whole event of His becoming a human being.  The theological terms for this is incarnation, for incarnation means to come into the flesh.  
A. So turn with me please to Luke 1:35 where the incarnation is described.  An angel appears to Mary and he tells her that she is going to have a son.  And Mary wonders how this can be because she has not been with a man.  And the angel responds, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.”  
1. From Bible passages like Romans 5, we learn that sin is passed down from generation to generation when a human father and mother conceive a child.  But this was not the case with the Lord Jesus.  His mother was human, but the egg she provided was miraculously fertilized by the power of the Holy Spirit.  And this meant that Jesus was conceived with an absolutely innocent and perfect nature.  From the moment of conception, He was sinless.  This is why the angel refers to Jesus as “the holy one.”  And that nature came from the Holy Spirit.  

2. So, what does this mean for you and me in terms of our communion with the Holy Spirit?  Well, we all have two human parents.  So we begin life with a sinful nature.  And this sinful nature renders us unholy.  Because we have a sinful nature, we sin.  
a. And we sin from our earliest days.  I saw a video clip on Facebook this week.  A comedian was lamenting what he called the daily battle of raising young children.  Getting them dressed and to brush their teeth and to flush the toilet and to eat broccoli and to shower and to go to sleep each night are daily battles.  He said, I will say to my child, Have you brushed your teeth? And they will say, Yes.  So then I smell their breath, but there is no minty freshness.  Why do they lie?  Why must all this be a daily battle?  He said, Never in human history has there been a child who said to their parents, (yawn) I am exhausted.  I will head up to bed.  I showered while you were tidying up that delicious baked cauliflower meal.  Mum, I don’t how you did that!  And by the way, tomorrow is Roman day at school but don’t panic because I made a great outfit while you were out shopping instead of watching netflix.  And I have got my school clothes all laid out and I will take a jacket because you never know if it will get cold, right?  And by the way, huh huh, minty fresh (  We laugh, but really this is a picture of sin at work.  Disobedience/lying.
b. And it is sin that led to the death of little Moko Rangitoheriri that has been in the news again this week, and that led the policeman to kill his ex-wife down in Invercargill.
c. And it is sin that leads you and me to lie and hate and lust and laze and envy…
3. So what is the solution?  Well, turn next to John 3.  
a. A Pharisee named Nicodemus visits Jesus.  And he compliments Jesus for His goodness.  But look how Jesus responds in v3, He said, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”  Well, that rather confused Nicodemus who thought Jesus was talking about physical birth.  So Jesus continued in v5, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh but Spirit gives birth to spirit.”  
b. The only way that we can have a nature like Jesus is to be born again by the same Spirit by which He was conceived.  To know God, to love God, and to want to please God, you must first receive a new nature from the Holy Spirit.  
4. So think back now to what we read earlier in John 14-16.  Jesus was telling the disciples that He would send them the Holy Spirit.  Were they asking for the Spirit?  No.  Did they understand what Jesus was telling them?  No.  The Holy Spirit is a gift of grace.  Sinners don’t deserve the Holy Spirit.  It is the Lord Jesus who sends the Spirit to a person so that he or she is born again.  Now, we do not receive a perfect nature like the Lord Jesus did.  That will only come when we are with Him in heaven.  But if we love the Lord Jesus, it is because we have a new nature from the same Spirit who gave Jesus His holy nature.  After the sermon, we will sing a hymn.  Listen to what it says about the Spirit:
He who in creation's dawning brooded on the lifeless deep, 
still across our nature's darkness moves to wake our souls from sleep, 
moves to stir, to draw, to quicken, thrusts us through with sense of sin; 
brings to birth and seals and fills us saving Advocate within. 

So do you see what this means in terms of our communion with the Holy Spirit?  If you believe in Jesus, it is because the Spirit has caused you to be born again.  And that is something you may thank Him for, not only in prayer, but also in grateful obedience.
II.  But let’s secondly and lastly about the life of the Lord Jesus as He matured from childhood to adulthood.  
A. And three episodes from the life of Jesus will help us here.  Please turn to Luke 4.  I will tell us the first two episodes and then we can look together at the one in Luke 4.
1. The first is when He was 12 years old.  I am sure you boys and girls remember the story of Jesus getting ‘lost’ in Jerusalem.  He was with His family was there for Passover.  But they left Jerusalem thinking He was part of their group only to discover that He was not.  So they raced back to Jerusalem and searched until they found Him at the temple in discussions with the teachers of the law.  And we read, “Everyone who heard Him was amazed at His understanding and His answers.”  At 12 years old, Jesus amazed people with His Bible wisdom.

2. The second episode comes from His public ministry as an adult.  Mark 6 records Jesus teaching in the synagogue.  We read, “And many who heard him were amazed.  "Where did this man get these things?" they asked. "What's this wisdom that has been given him?”  Matthew 7 says something similar.  We read people observing that Jesus “taught as one who had authority, not as their teachers of the law.”  Jesus was an amazing Bible teacher.
3. But now we come to Luke 4 and the temptations of the devil in the desert.  How did Jesus respond to each of the temptations of the devil?  He said, “It is written…” and then He quoted Scripture.  Jesus knew exactly the right Scripture to fit the occasion.  
B. Just hold your Bibles open there at Luke 4 for a minute.  So where did Jesus get His knowledge and wisdom and understanding of the Scriptures from?  Was He born able to recite the contents of a theological dictionary?  Did he just open His mouth and out would pour biblical truth?  Can we say, Oh well, He is God, so He just knows everything about the Bible.  
1. Well, Hebrews 2 is very clear that Jesus was made like we are in every way.  His body and His mind functioned exactly as do our bodies and minds.  
2. Luke 2:52 says, “Jesus grew in wisdom.”  At age 32, Jesus knew far more than He did at age 3.  And this was because He read and memorized and studied the Bible and listened to sermons and to His parents and Catechism teachers.  Like you, He had to study and learn.
3. But look now at Luke 4:1 and how the account of the temptations begins, “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit … was led by the Spirit in the desert, where for forty days He was tempted by the devil.”  
4. Jesus’ ability was a spiritual ability.  His listening to sermons and His Bible memorization was by the power of the Holy Spirit.  It was by the Holy Spirit that Jesus grew in wisdom and knowledge and patience and kindness, and it was by the Spirit that He could resist temptation.
C. So, let’s think about this in terms of you and me today.  
1. How will you and I grow in knowledge and wisdom of Scripture?   We will grow if we apply ourselves to study it and to listen to preaching and teaching.

a. Have you boys and girls heard about photosynthesis?  Plants grow by turning light into food.  If plants are put in the darkness, they will whither and die.
b. Well, believers only grow by Bible synthesis.  They need the teaching and preaching of the Bible to grow.  If there is no preaching and teaching, they will not grow.  This is why we elders exhort you to things like personal Bible reading and memorization.  Attend both worship services.  Be part of a regular Bible study.  That’s how we grow.
2. But in our earlier reading from John 16:13, when Jesus was promising to send the Spirit to His disciples, He said, “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth.”  After the sermon, we shall sing these words about the Holy Spirit:
He, himself the living Author, wakes to life the sacred Word, 
reads with us its holy pages and reveals our risen Lord. 
a. Growing in Bible knowledge and wisdom is not mechanical – 1 sermon = 2 percent more knowledge.  We grow by Word and Spirit.  This is why our communion with the Holy Spirit ought to include prayer that He would open our minds to understand what we are reading and to be better able to apply the Scriptures to daily life and to share it with others.    

b. But when we expose ourselves to the Word of God and seek the wisdom and understanding that only the Spirit can provide, we will not only grow in Bible knowledge.  I am sure you boys and girls will recognize this list: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and self-control.  They are the?  Fruit of the Spirit.  It is exposure to God’s word and the inward work of the Holy Spirit that causes us to grow in these virtues.

c. And it is the same with our ability to resist temptation.  That too will grow as we feed on the living word of Christ, looking, always, to the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.
i. Again, these are words about the Holy Spirit that we shall soon sing:
He it is who works within us, teaching rebel hearts to pray, 
he whose holy intercessions rise for us both night and day. 

   He, the mighty God, indwells us; his to strengthen, help, empower; 
his to overcome the tempter ours to call in danger's hour. 
In his strength we dare to battle all the raging hosts of sin, 
and by him alone we conquer foes without and foes within. 
Brothers and Sisters, young people and boys and girls, the Lord Jesus depended on the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.  And if He needed to do this, how much more do you and me?  So let us be those who pray to the Father to send us His Spirit and to fill us with His Spirit in the name of Jesus.  Let us be those who call upon the Spirit of God to give us wisdom and understanding and growth.  Let us be those who give thanks to the Lord Jesus for the gift of His Spirit.  Amen. 
